Closer to the Fire: Images of a Vibrant Community

Being a Worthy Heir
November 29 — Arvin Engleson
Group Study Guide

Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

Saratoga Federated Church
www.saratogafederated.org
(408) 867-1000



Closer to the Fire: Images of a Vibrant Community

Being a Worthy Heir
November 29 — Arvin Engleson
Group Study Guide

Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
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you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Being a Worthy Heir
November 29 — Arvin Engleson
Group Study Guide

Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus

Saratoga Federated Church
www.saratogafederated.org
(408) 867-1000




Closer to the Fire: Images of a Vibrant Community

Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Being a Worthy Heir
November 29 — Arvin Engleson
Group Study Guide

Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Being a Worthy Heir
November 29 — Arvin Engleson
Group Study Guide

Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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Being a Worthy Heir
November 29 — Arvin Engleson
Group Study Guide

Rethinking “Inheritance”

Seed Thought: We have been marinating in the juices of our culture for the entirety
of our lives. Our ideas about life are often seasoned by the world more than the
kingdom. Core concepts related to family inheritance (our bequeathing and
inheriting) need to be rethought.

What does it mean to be an heir of God?

What is meant by being a “co-heir” with Christ?

Romans 8:14b-18 ... those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. *° For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” *® The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. *’ Now if we are children, then we
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings
in order that we may also share in his glory. *® | consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

. God is the Essence

Seed Thought: God'’s best gift is himself. The same is true of earthly parents and
grandparents. Some family estates have worldly treasures which distract the
attention of heirs from the giver to the gifts.

What does God give when he gives himself?

What other gifts from God can distract us from God himself?

Ephesians 1:13-17 3 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, ** who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of
his glory. *° For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love for all the saints, ° | have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. *’ | keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know him better.

Galatians 4:6-8  ° Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave, but
a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. ® Formerly, when
you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.

Heirs in the Next Life

Seed Thought: We are so earthbound that we think too little of heaven. In fact, most
Christians have an undernourished and anemic view of eternity. Wonders are
trivialized. Creatures are caricatured. Freedom, growth, discovery, creativity,
usefulness and relationships are frozen in one-dimensional images.

What is your best (most beguiling and compelling) image of heaven?

What are we redeemed for?

Titus 3:4-8 “ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

8

Ephesians 3:2-6 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace
that was given to me for you, * that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
as | have already written briefly. * In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, ° which was not made known to
men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy
apostles and prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are
heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.

IV. Heirs in This Life

Seed Thought: Jesus appropriated aspects of his inheritance here. In human form
he had a foretaste of heaven. As a man he experienced the kingdom coming.
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What did he lay claim to during his earthly journey as the son and the heir?

How did he see it, pursue it, and appropriate it?

Ephesians 1:18-23 '8 pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, *° and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, ?° which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. %
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.

1 Corinthians 12:11-14, 24b-27 ' All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. ' The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. ** For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
4 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. ... 2** while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?° so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 2° If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 2’ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it.

V. Reading Your Father’s Will

Seed Thought: Few mortals who were heirs to a fortune would fail to read their
parents’ or grandparents’ will. If we had a “rich uncle” we would listen in rapt silence
while his last testament was read—even if he had been absolutely intolerable
company. We have in reach our Heavenly Father’s will and blessing; yet, our desire
to pursue its secrets is often dispassionate.

Why is the content, format or language of scripture hard to read consistently?

What is it about us that limits our interest in the Bible’s messages?
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Colossians 1:9-15  ° For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. *° And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ** being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully *? giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. *3 For he has rescued us from
the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ** He is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:23-24 22 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, 2* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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