Closer to the Fire: Images of a Vibrant Community

This Week’s Image isfield
December 6, 2009
Study Questions

. If you were going to tell a parable or presenthféiy using an image that represents your
life in context, what might it be (e.g. parenthoodtporate world, athletics, school, etc.)

. When scripture uses rural and agricultural imagesyou find yourself connecting, or is
it a reach for you? Why?

. READ Luke 2:10-20

. What is your favorite part of the shepherds’ story?

. What is your current view of angels? Are they stillvork in the world around us? Any
experiences that seemed angelic to you?
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6. READ Matthew 13:1-23

7. Jesus uses the image of the field to represemetieptivity of the human heart. How
receptive are you to God in this season of yoeRIi#Vould you describe this as a spring,
summer, fall or winter season? Something else?

8. Which soil type (path, rocky, thorny, fertile) debes your level of receptivity for God’s
active direction in your life?

9. READ 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

10.The image of the field is used by Paul, but nowefiérs to the church as a whole. Some
sow, some water, some reap and the church isdlie fn your life, who sowed? Who
watered? Who reaped?
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11.READ 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

12.The image shifts, and now we are FELLOW SOWERS @itld. What are the different
ways that we sow the seed of the gospel?

13.Can anyone give examples of times when “sowingisglt led to “reaping sparingly”
or when “sowing generously” led to “reaping genetg’

14.The passage urges us to give intentionally, williramd cheerfully. Is there part of that
challenge that is difficult for you? Why?
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