Closer to the Fire: Images of a Vibrant Community

This Week’s Image isflock
December 13, 2009
Study Questions

. READ Psalm 23.

. How does the Lord meet your needs? Can you sayhehet not you “are in want?”

. How does he lead you to “green pastures and siiér8?” What are your resting places
and how does the Shepherd prompt you to get there?

. If he restores your soul, how so and from whathas restoration happening now? Why
and how? If not, why not?

. As he guides you into right living, do you find ysalf getting there? Are there
hesitations and resistances worth mentioning anfregrgds? (Do you want to pause and
pray for one another?)
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6. He walks us through dark, dangerous places. Ddhgwe a story to tell about a time
when his presence in a dark valley was poignant?

7. He protects us from others with his rod. Can yooktlof a time when you felt protected
by God from the onslaught of outside dangers?

8. He protects us from ourselves with the crook o #taff. Has there been a time when
you felt the “yank” of the Shepherd’s protectiveea

9. He prepares a table. Are you sitting there? If wbiat is missing? If so, describe your
meal.

10.He pursues us with goodness and love. Do you feddreath on the back of your neck?
Do you always believe that God is good and trust With the Shepherd so near
everything will turn out okay?
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11.He promises life forever with Him. How does thigegiyou courage or comfort today?

12.READ Luke 2:8-20.

13.The shepherds are frightened. Why? Would you b##idsan appropriate response?

14.They listen and watch and take in the whole spéxtaad the truth of what they are told.
Are you a good listener, especially when God isingk presentation? How so?

15.The shepherds obey. They do exactly what theyodde HHow does obedience go with
you? Are you slow or reticent at times? What tim&e® you quick to jump and serve?
Why?
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16. They tell their story. The word spreads becausg éinen’t shy or embarrassed about
what they've seen and heard, as fantastical agst hmave sounded to others. Are you so
bold? What would help you be that bold?

17.They glorified God. By their lives? By their word®® you think they were able to
sustain this? What became of the shepherds? Anyaneto surmise?
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